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Come see EPN at the Worped Tour

End Poverty Now isat the VansWarped Tour! Inan effort to further

promote awareness about poverty-related issues, EPN will be setting
up abooth at two Warped Tour locations. The VansWarped Tour, which
toursaround Canadaand the United States, not only features over 50
bandsat most venuesbut dso offersanumber of opportunitiesfor people
to becomemoreinvolved in global issues. End Poverty Now already
participated in the Vancouver concert, with much success! Wewill also
have abooth at the Montreal concert, taking place August 12" at Parc
Jean-Drapeau (Metro: lle-Ste-Hé éne), soif you' reintown, comecheck
us out! Bands featured at the Montreal concert include K-OS, New

Found Glory, and Bad Religion. For moreinformation about the Vans
Warped Tour, including how to purchase tickets, visit Vans Warped Tour 2007 Official Logo

www.warpedtour.com.

Yaletown Laser Centre spreads the EPN message

What do lasers, beauty, and cosmeticshaveto dowith poverty aleviation? Morethan you’ dthink. On Thurs-
day, May 31, inthe heart of trendy Vancouver, End Poverty Now teamed up with the Yaletown Laser Centre
(YLC) for an elegant soirée. Theevening provided the opportunity for morethan eighty clientsof theYLCtolearn
more about theissue of poverty and how everyone, intheir day-to-day life, can makeadifference.

The partnership between the Y LC and EPN isjust one example of the many retail partnershipsthat End
Poverty Now iscurrently establishing. Theclinicwasinfact thefirst member of the End Poverty Now Retail Team.
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Between four and eight days ayear, the Y LC donates five percent of
money from the proceduresthat they performto End Poverty Now. They
held their first “EPN Day” in February, when all the staff wore EPN t-
shirtsand rai sed awareness about our organi zation and the struggle. The
soiréeoffered asimilar opportunity to rai seawareness about theissue of
poverty. Each of the guestsreceived aninformation card about the orga-
nization, and five percent of all the procedures booked asaresult of the
event will be donated to End Poverty Now. Who sayshigh society doesn't
careabout social issues?Yaletown Laser Centreisaglowing example of
how everyone can do something inthestruggle against poverty.

Tolearn more about the Yaletown Laser Centrein Vancouver, check
out their link on the sponsorship section of our website.

If you or someoneyou know might beinterested in establishing aretail,
corporate, or ponsorship partnership with End Poverty Now, pleasedon’t
hesitate to contact our finance director at finance@endpovertynow.ca
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Environment and development

Environmental degradation disproportionately affects the poor

"SARA FINKELSTEIN-

Whilemany may think that environmental issuesare
the sole concern of the devel oped world—recently found
guilty of causing globa warming—nothing could befur-
ther from thetruth. Infact, recent studies have shown
that the poor in devel oping nationsaremuch morelikely
to be affected by environmental degradation, such as
climate change, than thoseliving in

pared to 2% inwedlthy countries. Unfortunatdly, the poor
aso havemany morebarriersto overcomewhenit comes
to deriving full benefitsfromtheir environment. Thisis
due, in great part, to alack of land rights, aswell asa
lack of information ontherightsthey do have. This, com-
bined with alack of energy services, severely limitsthe

ability of the poor to usetheir land productively.
Environmenta degradation aso greatly affectsthe
poor dueto thefact that they tendtolive

countrieslike Canada.
Thereisamainstream belief that

onmarginalized land; for example, land

for poor countriesto develop, environ-
mental concernsmust take aback seat
tocommercidization. Presumably, the
planisto addressenvironmental issues
only after theissueof poverty hasbeen
dealt with. To befair, factorssuch as
excessive third world debt make it
harder for devel oping nationsto make
environment and sustainabledevelop-
ment a priority. For example, poor
countrieswill often focusonthepro-
duction of cash crops, which usesen-
vironmentally damaging industrid ag-

Together, these two major
factors — heavy reliance
on natural resources and
living on marginalized
lands — lead to a high vul-
nerability of the poor when
it comes to change in their
environment. In fact,
many development orga-
nizations have now begun
to recognize that this high
vulnerability to external
shocks is one of the ma-
jor factors of poverty.

where the soil is very degraded. This
meansthat the poor, who depend more
ontheland directly around them, tend to
liveontheworst lands. Currently, there
are1.3billion peopleworldwidewholive
onmarginaizedland. Not only do many
poor live onland wherethe natural re-
sources have been depleted, but others
liveon marginaized lands, such assteep
hillsides, that are much more prone to
weather disasters brought on by global
warming.

Together, these two major factors —
heavy reliance on natural resourcesand

riculture, just to get by on aday-to-
day basis. These cash crops reduce
biodiversity, taking away food sourcesfrom humans.
Due to such short-term policies, 60% of theworld’'s
natural resources used by humansare deteriorating. In
the past twenty years aone, we have seenincredibly
high ratesof forest and land degradation. Thisoveruse
of ecosystems|eadsto their degradation, thusensuring
that any development madeisnon-sustainable.

So why arethe poor more highly affected by this
environmental degradation than those who are better
off ?Thisquestion hasacomplex answer, but two mgor
factorsstand out when examining theissue. Thefirstis
that the poor tend to rely more heavily on natural re-
sources. Thisismainly becausethey smply do not have
other resourcesavailableto them, asoutsideresources
generaly haveto be purchased. In poor countries, en-
vironmental assetsaccount for 26% of wealth, ascom-

living on marginalized lands—leadto a
high vulnerability of the poor when it
comesto changein their environment. In fact, many
devel opment organi zations have now begunto recog-
nizethat thishigh vulnerability to externa shocksisone
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of themajor factorsof poverty. Eventssuch asweather
disasterstend to hit the poor much harder, because of
their high dependenceontheir land. Whentheirlandis
flooded or swept away by muddlides, they haveno other
resources to fall back on. As the frequency of such
wegther disastersisincreasing every year dueto global
warming, the bottom line appearsto bethat thosewho
will bemost affected by globa warming, the poor, are
alsothosewho areleast ableto copewithit. Andinthe
meantime, all of thispoor environmental health only
makesit harder for the poor to move out of poverty.

Now that theworldisfinaly recognizing thelinks
between poverty and theenvironment, devel opment or-
ganizationssuch asthe UN arefinding waysto cope
withthesefactors. First of al, in order to better utilize
their lands, farmersneed moreinformation about soil,
crops, livestock breeds, pests, markets, habitats, and
nutrients. Onalarger level, policy-makersalso need to
have accessto and be ableto effectively apply thisin-
formation. If utilized well, ecosystemsshould beableto
improvediet and providerdlief during timesof famine,
crop failure, and droughts. In arecent paper by theln-
ternationd Institutefor Environment and Devel opment
(I1ED), it wasfound that communitiesthemselvescan
bevery effectivein conserving the basic functions of
ecosystems. Through following aset of locally adopted
rulesand regul ations, communitiescan protect their own
lands. For example, certain lakesin Madagascar are
closed for aseason every year in order to dlow thefish
populationto replenishitself. Thisyearly closureisdic-
tated by atraditional leader known asthe‘lord of the
water.” Thus, communities, through themedium of local
customs, can becritical playersin hel ping to stop over-
use and deterioration of lands.

InAfrica, wherethereisstill agreat deal of devel-
opment to be done, the IIED makes several recom-
mendations, thegoa of whichisto helpAfricaleap-frog
“dirty development.” Thiscan be donein number of
ways, such asby investingin sustainableand renewable
energy, increasing support for small-scale agriculture,
and testing whether initiativesareclimate-friendly. This
kind of sustainable and environmentally friendly devel-
opment will hel p to ensure both thelong-term stability
of theAfrican economy, aswell aspreventing African
countriesfrom making the same mistake that led the
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developed world to cresting global warmingin thefirst
place.
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To do or not to do: reflections on volunteering in Africa

"CHRIS CONNOLLY"-

May 14'": 4 day in Africa

On oneof my group’sfirst nightsin Botswana, a
light-hearted chat among my roommeates segued gradu-
ally into aninterwoven, scattered philosophica debate
many timeslarger than our internships—and, without a
doubt, many timeslarger than our selves.

How do you copewith problemswhen their enor-
mity confoundsthe good intentionsof any sngular well-
meaning individual ? What to make of theinherent un-
fairness produced by an accident of geography?

Areour intentionstransent?Areour consequent ac-
tionssustainable? Evenif they are, how do you recon-
cile our combating of others' misfortuneswith our in-
credibly fortunatelife?

...S0, yeah. Thereit all was, staring usintheface.
Beforeasinglehour of volunteer work had been clocked,
wewere being weighed down by cynicism.

May 21: 12" day in Africa

My first impressionsof the centrefrom at homein
Canada were strikingly positive. From cruising the
website ahead of time, | could clearly seethat it wasa
well-intentioned, fairly well-established organization.
After only my first day, | haveaready witnessed asnap-
shot of the overwhel ming dedication, passion, love, faith
and resolve of the s&ff, evenintheface of tifling hard-
ships—hardshipsthat | have only begun to understand.
Though modest, the centre hashad afew generousdo-
nations, including a new computer centre from the
CanadaFundfor Loca Initiatives. Soitiswithasense
of dmost accomplishment —not for mysdlf, obvioudy —
that | faced thispristine collection of 6 new computers,
2 printers, internet access, and matching furniture. The
project isanincredibly worthy and well-targeted cause
aimed at hel ping disadvantaged youth to get job skills.
Asit turnsout, though, the project - sofar asl cantell
from speaking to variouslong-term volunteers- did not
includeasufficient allocation of fundsto pay for thesa -
ary of acomputer instructor. At itsinception, however,
I’mtold that thiswasnot aglaring flaw. Thecentrehired
atrainer and lessons had proceeded rel atively success-

fully. However...

Thecentre, sometimearound January of thisyear,
appearsto havefalen on hardtimesfinancialy. Funding
dried up, and theemployees sdariesstill havenot been
paidinmonths. Theemployees, displaying what isnow
aself-evident dedication and commitment to agood
cause, have remained; monthsof continued work, and
no pay. The computer training instructor, on the other
hand, sought employment el sewhere. (And, certainly, |
am not passing judgment. Peopleneed food to eat, and
money for food. Hiswasaheartbreakingly understand-
abledecison.) Sofor dmost four months, thesepristine
computers, which | had initially looked at asafait ac-
compli, have goneamost completely unused by nearly
all except the savviest of students. The othersseemto
modestly poke around on theinternet, but lack thefun-
damenta skillsto usethistremendousresourceto reach
any sgnificant redlization of itsmassive potentid.

Andhere’ swherel comein. My position, whichup
until afew days ago was supposed to be alay-social
worker dealing with, among other things, HIV/AIDS
issues, has suddenly done almost acomplete 180-de-
greeturn to meet the pressing needsof the centre. With
littleto no specialized experience or interest in com-
puter training or operations, | have —after some per-
sonal debate — agreed to help in whatever way that |
can. Starting next week, | will begiving four groupsof
students one 2-hour workshop per week, for atotal of
fiveweeks.

June4t: 26" day in Africa

Herel am, inthemiddle of my workday, just start-
ing my third week at the centre, and my second week of
computer instruction. About an hour and ahalf ago, |
finished my lesson on keyboard operation and typing
skills. I let the studentsknow that, eventhough theles-
son was over, they werewelcometo stay on the com-
putersand practice onthetyping program.

After about an hour, they were all still here, dili-
gently working away. Some good-natured complaints
started to surface: 'I'm hungry."'I’mtired of pressing.’
"Thisclicking sound doesn’t stop.' Taking thisto mean
that they wanted to leave, | reassured them that they
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were alowed to take abreak or |leave whenever they
wanted. Thisisaclassroom, not aprison. A few of them
chuckled, but no onebudged fromtheir chairs. When|
prodded further, one student, Michadl, piped up: “No, |
don’t want to take breaks. | want to improve.”

Andthereit was. Coming fromaNorth American
education system, thisabsolutely floored me. Whengiven
theopportunity tolearn - eventoimproveindependently
- thelargemg ority of the studentshereare overwhelm-
ingly resolute, and sometimesdefiantly so. (I actually
just had to force Michael to take abreak, telling him
that afew minute srest will improvehismenta dertness
and productivity).

Eventhough“AfricaTime’ (i.e, therdativelaxness
of deadlines, gppointment times, and working hoursthat
isoften remarked by visiting ex-pats) isoften perceived
aslaziness, thisisastriking example of why thisisnot
0. Quitethe contrary, they areworking harder and more
diligently than any classthan | can remember being a
part of back in Canada. Morerefreshingly sill, they are
doingit for thevery sakeof learning and improving.
June13™: 35" day in Africa

Perhaps one of my favourite parts about working
wherel doisthemorningritual that startseach and ev-
ery day. Like (African) clockwork, at (more or |ess)
8:00 0’ clock every morning, everyone at the centre—
fromthethreeingtructorsto the 40-something students
—partakesinhaf anhour of ‘ devotions.” Inother words,
thirty minutesof singing, dancing, clapping, and good
ol’ fashioned gospd hymns.

Never mind that I’ m not a Protestant. Never mind
that | don’t speak Setswana. Never mind that my danc-
ing can bebest characterized as“ white-boy.” Tdentand
languageredly havenothingtodowithit, andfathof all
kindsisembraced unconditionally. And so, eventhough
| don’t necessarily understand what I’ m saying—and
may not completely believeit evenif | did—theenergy
isabsolutely contagious.

Thereisnoform and no structure. Rather, thehymns
begininavery ad hoc sort of way, with aseriesof ste-
reotyped songsweaving into each other. Each one usu-
aly only consstsof nomorethanafew linesor melodic
phrases, that are layered and repeated in a call-and-
responsefashion. At some point the group collectively
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decidesthat it'sover and, after afew secondsof uncer-
tain slence, someonee seburstsout intothefirst line of
anew song. Thesinging and clapping erupt again.
May 14'": 4" day in Africa (Revisited)

An agreed-upontruth: “Theworldisscrewed up.”
Tersely put, but no lesstrue. But while my co-interns
and | grappled with the sinking anti-epiphany of thegro-
tesqueness of the Big Picture, | wasableto capturea
fleeting hopewnhich | had beforehand never really put to
words.

Whiletheworldisbig, and its problems are per-
hapsbigger, | can do nothing but accept that it—andits
associ ated problems—manifedtsitsalf at theleve of in-
dividuas. | amonly oneperson, and | can processonly
so much: indeed, al | can seearethese sameindividu-
als. Itfollows, then, that despite the seemingly insur-
mountable scope of our world, my world canonly be
processed as asegment of thewhole. And, providing
that | do my best to seeasmuch of the great panorama
asishumanly possible—to avoid putting the blinders
on, so to speak —then all | can reasonably expect of
mysdlf isto deal withwhat’sinfront of me.

But whereas some seein thisview anarrowness, |
see hope. Yes, inamoment of quiet contemplation, we
al fed theenormity of theevilsinour world; thisweighs
asheavily on measit doeson any other listlessdreamer.
But al that | cando, asanindividual —as one segment
of thisgreat and hideousredity —isto ask mysdlf, “What
canl do?

| can say, without hesitation, that | am here because
| sincerely want to help. Awesome. But doesthe fact
that I, in two month’stime, will get on aplaneand fly
back to ardatively affluent lifestyleunderminemy in-
tentionsand my effort? A cynic may say yes. |, onthe
other hand, beg to differ. Even though, assomeargue,
my blessingshavein many waysbeen by chance—sim-
ply the geography of fertility —I cannot changethat. All
| canded withiswhat'sinfront of me. If | accept my, at
least initial —for lack of abetter word—‘ good fortune
asbeing determined by something beyond my control,
then the matter at hand becomesonly, “What can | do
withit?

Here'sto doing the absolute best | can with what
I’vegot a any givenpointintime.
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