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Caring for Canada's children

After more than 35 years, Canada (re)considers its public daycare system

-KAVI JOSEPH ABRAHAM-

Itissurprising that Canada, boasting arelatively
expansive socia welfare system, providesachildcare
program that was described by a2004 OECD report
asboth critically under-funded and lacking in compre-
hensive coverage acrossthe nation.

ever, ashortage of childcare spaces has created long
watingligts.

Despiteall this, the chance for Canadato imple-
ment asustainable, nationa childcarepolicy iswithin
reach; asof late, national childcare hasreceived more

and moreattention fromboth ac-

Indeed, theissue of apublicly-provided
daycare system, first proposed in 1970, has
long been relegated to the back burner of Ca-
nadian public policy, largely left to the discre-
tion of provincial governments. Thematura-
tion of Canada schildcare program, therefore,
hasbeenincons stent and inadequate. Only in

Quebec, where the provincial government  °""

While itis apparent that provin-
cial programs are overstretched-
waiting lists are long and costs
are sfill beyond the reach of many
working
prioritization of childcare con-
cerns is becoming more appar-

tivistsand public officials, who
areawareof Canadd sdeficiency
inthisareaof socia provision.
TheHarper government, how-
ever, according to many childcare
advocates, isan obstacleto re-
dizingacomprehensive, nationd
childcare plan. 1n 2004, Paul

poor familieis-

implemented itsown daycare systemin 1997,
haveasubstantia proportion of Canadian children been
provided accessto affordable daycare; even here, how-

Meet EPN's new exec!

In March, our new Board of Directorswas voted
in. Theresultsareasfollows:

Board of Directors:
Executive Director Nejeed Kassam
Assistant Director Internal  Graham Smith
Assistant Director External Christopher
Connolly
Assistant Director Finance (Treasurer) Sara
Finkelstein
Assistant Director Organizational Relations
Heather Cray
Assistant Director Events Alexandra Meyer
Assistant Director Communications (Secretary)
Maria Constantine

Officers:
Webmaster
Concert Organizers
Sawtelle

Ronak Mallik
Binoy Zuzarte & Renée

Martinpromised $5 billiontocre-
ate 250,000 child care spaces by 2009, but when the
Libera government fell to the Conservatives, Stephen
Harper ended the Liberal’splan and implemented his
own. Hisplan, whichinvolvestaxableincome payments
to familieswith children under six yearsof age ($100
per child), hasdrawn criticism from daycare advocates
who seethe Conservative plan asathrest, rather thana
benefit, to Canada s childcare system.

Specificaly, childcareactivistsarevoicing concern
about two important issues. 1) oneyear after the Con-
servative government promised 25,000 new child care
spaces, none have actually been delivered, and at the
sametime, the promise of expanded daycare spacesby
thefederd government hasstymied similar plansby pro-

continued on page 3

The EPN MONTHLY isanewsletter produced by the members of the Publica-
tions Committee of End Poverty Now:

Sara Finkelstein, Kavi Joseph Abraham, Emily
Hinton, Nina McCurdy, Aradhana Persad, and
Monica Lafon

End Poverty Now is an organization that is dedicated to the long-term battle against abject
poverty. Born out of the international Make Poverty History campaign, End Poverty Now
represents a group of dedicated individuals, mainly students, who want to make a differ-
ence in the world through working to end abject poverty. For more information on how to

get involved with End Poverty Now, email info@endpovertynow.ca.
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vincial governments; 2) inthemost recent federal bud-
get, the$1.2hillioninfundsdlocated for provincid pro-
vision of child carewascut to $250 million, an 80 per-
cent reduction.

Reduced federal support for publicly-provided
daycare has placed thisfinancial burden on provincia
governmentsacross Canada. Whileit isapparent that
provincid programsareoverstretched—waitinglistsare
long and costsare still beyond thereach of many work-
ing poor families—prioritization of childcareconcernsis
becoming more gpparent. The Ontario government, for
instance, earmarked $2.1 billionin programsfocused
on theworking poor initslast budget, including $25
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opment, and the Statutes of Personswith Disabilities
(HUMA). Childcare advocacy organizations, such as
CodeBluefor Child Care, are pressuring members of
theHUMA committeeto gpproveBill C303, asking Ca-
nadiansto do the same.

Tobesure, inacountry that ishometo arelatively
large public sector, Canada'slack of anationa daycare
programisstartling, particularly becausetwo-thirdsof
two-parent househol ds have both adultsworking. After
morethan thirty yearsof national daycarebeinglefton
the backsest of Canadian priorities, it appearsthat, fi-
nally, theinterests of working familiesare being recog-
nized and addressed.

millionfor childcareimprovements
and a proposal to construct aCol-
lege of Early Childhood Educators
toimprovethequdificationsof early
learning teechersand adminigrators.
Moreover, not only doesthe Que-
bec government have adispropor-
tionately large number of childcare
gpaces compared to other Canadian
provinces, it hasalso continued to
provide cheap daycare at $7 per
day. Infact, it wasthe Quebec sys-
tem that the 2004 OECD report
highlighted asasuitablemodd for the
rest of Canada

Neverthel ess, many activissand
politicianshaveredized that acom-
prehensive, national program is
needed. Therefore, last year the
NDP sponsored legislation, Bill
C303, to bring the patchwork of
childcareservicesintoanationd pro-
gram. Thebill isstill being consid-
ered, and asit hasreceived the sup-
port of al threeopposition partiesat
the second reading, thereisadecent
chancethat thelegidation will make
itsway through the House of Com-
mons. Currently, thebill isbeingre-
viewed by the Standing Committee
on Human Resources, Socia Devel-
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REGA Maijority World

seeks to Fresen’r the
global South in a ditferent light

Everywherewelook, themediaiscontinuousy bom-
barding uswithimagesabout poverty, and unfortunately, it
isusualy portrayed in anegative manner. But haveyou
ever stopped for aminute and thought about wherethese
photographs are coming from and whoisprofiting? Or-
ganizationssuch asMgjority World have. Sincemost of
the photographswe seerarely comefrom or benefit those
in poverty, Mgjority World worksto provide aplatform
for local photographersand agenciesto gainfair accessto
theglobal image markets, thusmaking it easier for buyers
to find the captivating imagery emerging fromthetalented
artistsinthe mgjority world —the global South. Inorder
to counterbalance the negativity surrounding poverty,
Mg ority World al so strivesto shed light on poverty's pos-
tive aspectsand thework being doneto alleviateit. Un-
fortunately, because Mg ority World'sgoal istoalow lo-
ca photographersto profit fromtheir work, EPN wasun-
ableto display any of their photographs, so be sureto
check out their websiteat majorityworld.comfor intrigu-
ing photosthat will take you around theworld, depicting
many storiesfrom“TB in Bangladesh: A Sory of Uncon-
sciousness’ tothe “Journey of Grandpa'.
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