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/ Poverty in the News Last Month \

by Carina Bluer

CANADA:
Canada’s welfare system stuck in the
Victorian Era — Financial Post

Newfoundland poverty levels down
significantly - CBC

INDIA:
Poverty in India — Deccan Herald

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS:
Ten years after the Water Wars in
Bolivia — Narco News

CLIMATE CHANGE:
Danish police torture protestors at the
UN Climate Summit - The New

Cernationalist /
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http://network.nationalpost.com/np/blogs/fpcomment/archive/2009/12/15/hugh-segal-a-real-fix-for-poverty.aspx
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/newfoundland-labrador/story/2009/12/14/nl-poverty-down-1214.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/41899/poverty-alleviation-first-pm.html
http://www.narconews.com/Issue63/article3993.html
http://blog.newint.org/editors/2009/12/13/it-was-torture/
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The Call of the Moderate: . \
The Need for Regulation, Law, and Logic

by David Rozon

The controversy surrounding corporate land grabbing in underdeveloped countries is
beginning to boil over, with detractors to foreign land leasing claiming that big business is
profiting off of the current food crisis and even exacerbating famine and poverty. And
despite the diplomatic appeals to diminish protectionism and tariff raising amidst the
exhausted global market, a protocol that is being respected in terms of manufactured
goods, food, on the other hand, couldn’t be further from free market ideals of openness
and liberal competition. In fact, it is the border-crossing control of foods that has induced
massive land grabs in Africa and South America. In order to circumvent the cost of buying
foreign produce, a cheaper route is simply to rent the land yourself and grow your own
produce.

What is most disturbing about foreign land leasing is that there is no management
overseeing this new sly way of importing with half the cost. In fact, “it is the very lack of
leadership on this issue by the US and EU which creates the kind of global trading
environment where water-poor, resource-rich nations such as Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
feel more secure leasing overseas farmland directly, rather than purchasing the produce of
that land on the open market” (Cornock, 2009). As well, if land grabbing engenders the
need for more aide to combat hunger, countries spending millions of dollars might want to
think about how illogical it is throw that money away (not to mention that a
disproportionate pendulum between aide and hunger only causes an ambivalence towards
aide). In fact, the absence of law, regulation and management in the case of land grabbing
shows a great dearth in intergovernmental cooperation and censorship. Perhaps, the food
crisis demonstrates more clearly than any other phenomenon that the globe is a corporate
world; that is to say, the globe is absent of anything antithetical to corporate interests —
law, regulation, and, most importantly, logic.

\\Nevertheless, filing the void in a corporate world is paradoxically increasing thy
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/T he Call of the Moderate \

CONTINUED

importance of local mobilisation and protest. As the spread of absentee logic and law
heightens, so the voice of ethics increases. For example, this year’s World Food Summit
on Food Security in Rome led to a strong declaration that awaits ratification. The
declaration expressed concerns about the
“proposed World Bank Global Agriculture and Food Security programme whose governance
mechanism appears undemocratic, un-transparent, and destined to lead to a replication of
past mistakes. [So] long as institutions such as the WTO continue to privilege commercial
interests over the globally marginalised and malnourished, hunger will continue to stalk the
world” (People’s Food Sovereignty Now, 2009).
More importantly, there is a demand for a greater regulatory force across the globe by
governments:

“Governments must protect and properly regulate domestic food markets. Our practices [the
declaration is written and signed in part by small farmers across the world. Their “practices”
comprise of small scale farming that focuses on the provision of crops and land fertility as well
as environmental sustainability] require supply management policies in order to secure
availability of food and to guarantee decent wages and fair prices. We are ready to discuss
new legal frameworks to support our practices” (People’s Food Sovereignty Now, 2009).

The fact that this declaration, a document proving the peaceful and efficient cooperation
of famers from underdeveloped countries at a local and international level, exists at all is
quite astounding when considering how the media tends to focus on how unmanageable
the third-world is. More significantly, the collection of local farmers and NGO’s who
participated in writing the document recognizes not only their crucial influence but also
the need to work alongside governments, another quality missed in the plethora of
photos and news reels documenting violent protests and mass arrests, most recently
exemplified in Copenhagen. Legislation, regulation, management — it is funny that it is the
people who are at a disadvantage in the world who are calling for these three tenets to
be implemented more forcefully and effectively. | find it ironic that within the social
movements of today there is a maintained and moderate cry for order and governmental
intervention rather than a call for radicalism and disorder. The only hope is that these
forms of declarations and appeals from NGO'’s and local farmers are responded to (and |
suspect that accountability will be the strongest motivating factor) adequately by
democratic governments, especially if the democratic world wants to sustain faith in its
political project.

Cornock, Oliver. “Food Security Keeps its Place at the Table.” The National.
http://farmlandgrab.org/9919

People’s Food Sovereignty Now, Civil Society Organizations Forum Parallel to World Summit On
Food Security Rome, Italy November 13-17, 2009. “Declaration from Social Movements Parallel
Forum to the World Food Summit.”
http://peoplesforum2009.foodsovereignty.org/sites/peoplesforum2009.foodsovereignty.org/fil
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http://peoplesforum2009.foodsovereignty.org/sites/peoplesforum2009.foodsovereignty.org/files/Final_Declaration-EN.pdf
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